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The Harvard Art Museums are pleased to announce the appointment of Edouard Kopp as the Maida 

and George Abrams Associate Curator of Drawings in the museums’ Division of European and 

American Art. 

 

Kopp comes to the museums from the J. Paul Getty Museum in Los Angeles, where he was associate 

curator of drawings and was responsible for French and later Germanic drawings. At the Getty, Kopp 

organized exhibitions devoted to French landscape, Germanic drawings, the artist Gustav Klimt, and 

18th-century French drawings from Los Angeles collections. He has recently co-curated two 

international loan shows: The Work of Nature: The Landscapes of Théodore Rousseau, which will be 

displayed at the Getty and the Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek in Copenhagen, in 2016–17; and an exhibition 

focused on the sculptor and draftsman Edme Bouchardon, which will be on view at the Musée du 

Louvre and the Getty in 2016–17.  

 

Kopp has published widely on the drawings of French sculptor Edme Bouchardon, and on the 18th-

century French collector Pierre-Jean Mariette, in journals such as Master Drawings and The Burlington 

Magazine. He has contributed to exhibition catalogues on French prints from the age of Louis XIV, 

Edgar Degas and his method, and French landscapes, and he is co-author of the forthcoming 

catalogues for the Théodore Rousseau and Edme Bouchardon exhibitions described above. He is 

currently revising his doctoral dissertation for publication by Getty Publications in 2016. 
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In his role at the Harvard Art Museums, Kopp will oversee the museums’ collection of drawings dating 

from before the 20th century. This collection is considered to be the finest and most comprehensive of 

any university art museum in the United States, and ranks among the most important public collections 

in the country. He will be actively engaged in the development of exhibitions, public lectures, and other 

programming, and will play an integral role in the regular rotation of works on paper within many of the 

museums’ galleries. He is also responsible for the stewardship of the drawings collection, including 

identifying key works for acquisition. 

 

“We are thrilled to welcome such an accomplished scholar and art historian to the Harvard Art 

Museums,” said Ethan Lasser, interim head of the Division of European and American Art, and the 

Margaret S. Winthrop Associate Curator of American Art. “Edouard brings a fresh perspective and 

rigorous eye to the storied collection of drawings, and his enthusiasm will engage audiences across the 

University and visitors from around the world.” 

  

“I am thrilled to have the invaluable opportunity to work with one of the finest drawings collections in the 

United States—and especially to do so within the unique and stimulating context of a university art 

museum,” said Kopp. “This is a living collection at a major institution with a strong tradition of 

encouraging firsthand, up-close study of original works of art. I look forward to interacting with students, 

faculty, and the wider community of scholars, collectors, and art lovers.” 

 

Before his time at the Getty, Kopp worked as a researcher for the Weiss Gallery in London, and also for 

Waddeson Manor, a National Trust estate in Buckinghamshire, England. He served as a teaching 

assistant while a graduate student at the Courtauld Institute of Art in London, where he received his 

Ph.D. with a dissertation entitled “Edme Bouchardon: Learned Draughtsman of the Eighteenth Century 

(1698–1762).” He has a master’s degree in modern art, also from the Courtauld, and wrote his thesis 

on the Austrian graphic artist Alfred Kubin (1877–1959). He also holds a master of science in 

management from the Grenoble Graduate School of Business. 

 

The Harvard Art Museums’ collection of approximately 12,000 drawings (from before the year 1900) 

includes major masterpieces from American and principal European schools. Among the strengths are 

17th- and early 19th-century French works, including the most extensive holding of drawings by Ingres, 

Géricault, and David outside of France. The collection also excels in Italian Renaissance works by 

Carpaccio, Perugino, and Michelangelo, among others. Works by German and Netherlandish masters 

such as Dürer, Holbein, Bruegel, and Rembrandt are well represented, as are 19th-century British 

works by Blake, Beardsley, and the Pre-Raphaelites. In the American school, the collection includes 
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more than 20 Homer watercolors, drawings and pastels by Whistler, and an incomparable grouping of 

more than 500 drawings and sketches by Sargent. 

 

About the Harvard Art Museums 
The Harvard Art Museums, among the world’s leading art institutions, comprise three museums (the 

Fogg, Busch-Reisinger, and Arthur M. Sackler Museums) and four research centers (the Straus Center 

for Conservation and Technical Studies, the Center for the Technical Study of Modern Art, the Harvard 

Art Museums Archives, and the Archaeological Exploration of Sardis). The Fogg Museum includes 

Western art from the Middle Ages to the present; the Busch-Reisinger Museum, unique among North 

American museums, is dedicated to the study of all modes and periods of art from central and northern 

Europe, with an emphasis on German-speaking countries; and the Arthur M. Sackler Museum is 

focused on Asian, ancient, and Islamic and later Indian art. Together, the collections include 

approximately 250,000 objects in all media. The Harvard Art Museums are distinguished by the range 

and depth of their collections, their groundbreaking exhibitions, and the original research of their staff. 

Integral to Harvard University and the wider community, the museums and research centers serve as 

resources for students, scholars, and the public. For more than a century they have been the nation’s 

premier training ground for museum professionals and are renowned for their seminal role in 

developing the discipline of art history in the United States.  

 

The Harvard Art Museums’ recent renovation and expansion builds on the legacies of the three 

museums and unites their remarkable collections under one roof for the first time. Renzo Piano Building 

Workshop’s responsive design preserved the Fogg Museum’s landmark 1927 facility, while 

transforming the space to accommodate 21st-century needs. Following a six-year building project, the 

museums now feature 40 percent more gallery space, an expanded Art Study Center, conservation 

labs, and classrooms, and a striking new glass roof that bridges the facility’s historic and contemporary 

architecture. The new Harvard Art Museums’ building is more functional, accessible, spacious, and 

above all, more transparent. The three constituent museums retain their distinct identities in this new 

facility, yet their close proximity provides exciting opportunities to experience works of art in a broader 

context. www.harvardartmuseums.org 

 

Hours and Admission 
Daily, 10am–5pm. Closed major holidays. Admission: $15 adults, $13 seniors (65+), $10 non-Harvard 

students (18+). Free for members; youth under 18; Cambridge residents; and Harvard students, faculty, 

and staff (plus one guest). On Saturdays, from 10am–noon, Massachusetts residents receive free 

http://www.harvardartmuseums.org/
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admission. Visit our website for information about other discounts and policies. 

www.harvardartmuseums.org/plan-your-visit 

  

Exhibitions, Events, and News 
The Special Exhibitions Gallery presents important new research on artists and artistic practice, and the 

University Galleries are programmed in consultation with Harvard faculty to support coursework. 

www.harvardartmuseums.org/visit/exhibitions  

 

Lectures, workshops, films, performances, special events, and other programs are held throughout the 

year at the museums. www.harvardartmuseums.org/visit/calendar 

 
For recent news and upcoming events, consult Index, the Harvard Art Museums’ multi-media e-

magazine. http://magazine.harvardartmuseums.org  

 

The Harvard Art Museums receive support from the Massachusetts Cultural Council. 

 

For more information, please contact: 
Lauren Marshall 
Associate Director of Communications 
Harvard Art Museums 
617-495-4750 
lauren_marshall@harvard.edu 
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